Leaf-catcher Installation Instruction

(updated 9/2009)

	1. Downspout Removal:

It is too difficult and dangerous to try and cut out a section of downspout for the Leaf-catcher while still on the wall, so if you are going to re-use the downspout parts then I recommend you carefully remove the existing downspout without denting or scratching it up if possible. That is why I provide you with all the new Pipe Cleats, rivets, and stainless steel screws for remounting the whole downspout in the same manner as the new Leaf-catcher.

2. Storm-drainpipe Preparation:

This is a good time to check the underground storm-drainpipes for blockage. If it is clogged with years of decomposed debris and roof sand I first use a garden hose with a small shut-off valve and a short fire-hose type nozzle on the end to work down into that pipe to free up the blockage. If that does not take care of it within a half hour of working on each pipe that may be clogged you may need to call in a plumbing/sewer company to clear out the blockages. They should have higher pressured water and a motorized snake tool that can even grind up roots that may have some how grown inside the pipes, as well as a small camera to see what is down there. If these pipes extend more than a foot above the ground, you may want to cut it down a bit just for appearance sake.

3. Height of the Leaf-catcher:

The strainer section of the Leaf-catcher should be set a yard above the ground surface where the Homeowner would most likely be standing when cleaning out the strainer. Sometimes that is over a deck. The downspout section to go under the Leaf-catcher should be cut to about 26” long, minus the height of the drainpipe it will be going into, but then add another 1.5” for the DS to fit down inside the storm drainpipe. Measure the length of downspout to be cut for use below the Leaf-catcher

4. Cutting the Bottom Section of the Downspout:
Aluminum or copper downspouts can easily be cut with a regular carbide tooth circular saw. Try to keep in mind what can scratch up the paint on the downspout or dent it while cutting. Just adding some duct tape to the saw plate can help to solve this. Cut the desired length from your Downspout.  Then use the green handle tin snips to trim the top of that pipe section at an angle on the side (as in the photos). Trim it about ¾” lower in the front, to give the Leaf-catcher a better secure fit in the downspout pipe just before riveting them together. 

5. Attaching The Leaf-catcher:
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Fit the Leaf-catcher into the DS making sure the back of the LC is in alignment to the DS. Drill 1/8” holes on each side near the front through the top of the DS in through the Leaf-catcher (as in the photos). After drilling one hole, set the rivet in the hole to hold the alignment for you while drilling the other hole.  Then two more rivets go in backside, again checking to see the backside is straight.  Then use the rivet hand tool to rivet them together.
6. Fitting the Downspout into the Sewer Pipe:
The bottom of the downspout pipe may need to be funneled down, so it can extend 1.5” down into the drainage pipe. I cut two slits 3” up in the 2 back corners of the downspout to fit with a pipe a little outside of the wall, or cut just the front of the for storm drainpipes very close to the siding if not under it a little.  Then to overlap those tabs to make it funnel. Rivet those over-lapping tabs together.

7. The Pipe Cleat Attachment:

If the pipe cleat bracket is not already attached rivet the pipe cleat on the back of the Leaf-catcher using all 6 rivet holes set just behind the strainer screen with the longer rivets. You are now ready to install the LC on the wall with the stainless steel screws (provided) through the outer holes of pipe cleat.  You may want to use a level to make sure it is mounted straight, where your eyes can be deceiving.  Set the level on the downspout below the LC, as the LC housing is tapered.

8. The Upper Downspout Section:
Hold up the remaining downspout on the wall beside this to mark the cut off point, having it protrude 1.5” to 2” down into the top edge of the LC.  Cut the downspout off at the marked spot.  You can also cut a small arch in the front of the downspout, and crimp the bottom edge if you want to help the rain water funnel back into the screen of the LC and not splatter out as much.  Attach the elbows to the top of the downspout, with a pair of rivets on each side of each connection.  Install the two extra pipe cleats on the backside of that downspout up high, about 6” from elbow and up from the bottom.  Mount this upper downspout 1.5” down inside the LC unit and screw it on the house siding.

Dynamic Metal Rendering - http://dmr-gutters.com


